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ber and the member qualified, the longer must the mind
be exerted in carrying forward the qualifying member
ready for use. And the more numerous the qualifications
to be simultaneously remembered and rightly applied,
the greater will be the mental power expended, and the
smaller the effect produced. Hence, other things equal,
force will be gained by so arranging the members of a
sentence that these suspensions shall at any moment be
the fewest in number; and shall also be of the shortest
duration. The following is an instance of defective com-
bination :

------A modern newspaper-statement, though probably

true, would be laughed at, if quoted in a book as testi-
mony ; but the letter of a court gossip is thought good
historical evidence, if written some centuries ago.

A rearrangement of this, in accordance with the prin-
ciple indicated above, will be found to increase the effect.
Thus:

------Though probably true, a modern newspaper-state-
ment quoted in a book as testimony, would be laughed
at; but the letter of a court gossip, if written some cen-
turies ago, is thought good historical evidence.

By making this change, some of the suspensions are
avoided and others shortened; while there is less liability
to produce premature conceptions. The passage quoted
below from "Paradise Lost" affords a fine instance of a
sentence well arranged; alike in the priority of the sub-
ordinate members, in the avoidance of long and numerous
suspensions, and in the correspondence between the order
of the clauses and the sequence of the phenomena de-
scribed, which, by the way, is a further prerequisite to
easy comprehension, and therefore to effect.

41 As when a prowling wolf,
Whom hunger drives to seek new haunt for prey,